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recognized that there exists between Russia and Austria-Hungary no divergence of principle, nor the least reason for distrust. Therefore, it seemed evident to us "that the interests of the two Empires could always be reconciled by means of frank and loyal explanations.77
It was agreed that, in case, in spite of all our efforts, the present status quo of the Balkan Peninsula can no longer be maintained, "Russia and Austria-Hungary discard in advance all idea of conquest; and they are decided to make this principle respected by every other Power which should manifest contrary designs/7
As Russia is unable to admit the least infringement of the provisions relative to the closing of the Straits of the Bosphorus and of the Dardanelles, as sanctioned by existing treaties, Austria-Hungary "recognizes from the outset the perfect legitimacy of this principle.77
On the other hand, " the establishment of a new order of things in the Balkan Peninsula, in case it should occur, would give rise to a special stipulation between Austria-Hungary and Russia.3'
Count Goluchowski, in his note of May 8, fixed, henceforth, as a basis of such an understanding, the four following points:
0. "The advantages accorded to Austria-Hungary by the Treaty of Berlin are and remain acquired by her.77
In subscribing to this principle, we deem it necessary to observe that the Treaty of Berlin assures to Austria-Hungary the right of military occupation of Bosnia and Herzegovina. The annexation of these two provinces would raise a more extensive question, which would require special scrutiny at the proper times and places. As to the Sanjak of Novibazar, there would also be the necessity to specify its boundaries, which, indeed, have never been sufficiently defined.
It seems to us that points b and c, having regard to the eventual formation of a principality of Albania and to the equitable partition of all the territory to be disposed of between the different small Balkan States, touch upon questions of the future which it would be premature and very difficult to decide at present.
As to point d, providing: "having finally recorded that our two Cabinets have no other objective in the Balkan Peninsula